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What is Private Fostering?

Private Fostering is when you are
under the age of 16 (or 18 if you have
a disability) and you live with an adult
(Private Foster Carer) who is not your
mum, dad or a close relative like your
grandparents, aunts or uncles. Your
mum or dad will have agreed that this
person can look after you if they are
unable to take care of you themselves.

What happens to me?

If you are living with a private foster
carer, your mum or dad and the
private foster carer must tell Hackney
Children’s Services that you are living
with someone else and not with your
parents. Sometimes teachers, doctors
or school nurses may tell the Local
Authority too.

Why do people need to know
about who looks after you and
where you live?

If you are being privately fostered
Hackney Children’s Services needs

to know who is looking after you and
where you live. The law says that we
must make sure that every child in
Hackney is safe and properly cared for.
The best way to do this is to make sure
that Children’s Services are told about
every child who is privately fostered so
that they can check that you are well
and happy.

Once Hackney Children’s Services know
that you are privately fostered they will
send a social worker to see you. The
social worker will make sure that you

are happy living with your private foster
carers. They will also want to see you at
your private foster carer’s home, and talk
to you on your own to make sure you are
safe and well.

The social worker will talk to private
foster carers to see if they need any
help or support. They will also get in
touch with your mum or dad to make
sure they know you are being well
looked after.

The social worker will visit you regularly
—at least every six weeks — in the first
year that you live with your private
foster carers. After the first year, the
social worker will visit every 3 months,
but you can ask to see the social
worker if you have something you
want to talk to them about.

If you or your social worker are not
happy with the arrangement, and
there are concerns that you are not
safe or being properly looked after,
Children’s Services has the power to
end the arrangement.




Your parents or close relatives are
still responsible for you while you
are living with private foster carers.

This means that they should still
be involved in all the important
decisions about your life.

While you are living with your
private foster carers they should
look after you as if you were
their own child. They must do all
the everyday things for you that
parents do for their own children
such as:

e Making sure you are well cared for
such as regular meals, warm clean
clothes, own bed

e Make sure you go to school so you
can learn

e Take you to the doctor or the
hospital if you are sick or injured

e Take you to the dentist so your
teeth are looked after properly

e Make sure you have the chance to
make friends and to enjoy sports
and hobbies that you like

e Help you follow your religion and
customs that are important to you
and your family

Your parents will be able to

help your private foster carers
understand the things that are
important to you by talking about
this with them.

Sometimes you might feel sad or unhappy
about being privately fostered. Children
and young people who live away from
home often miss their parent(s) and
friends. If you have a problem, or are not
happy where you are living, you can talk
to your social worker about your worries.

If there is anything that you want to know
it is okay to ask questions of your social
worker and private foster carer. They will
be able to answer most of your questions
straight away or can find out the answers
for you. Don’t worry if you find it hard to
talk to your social worker about the things
that are worrying you. The most important
thing is that you make sure that you have
someone to talk to. You may find it easier
to talk to someone you see every day, like
your teacher.

There are also a number of national
organisations who can give you support
and advice, contact details of these
organisations can be found at the back of
this leaflet.
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Some useful contact information if you need help or advice

Childline

0800 1111

24 hours helpline for children and
young people.
www.childline.co.uk

Pupiline

A website set up by teenagers for
teenagers and provides information
and useful links on a range of issues
including bullying.
www.pupiline.net

Kidscape

08451 205 204

Mon—-Fri10 -4

Dedicated to keeping kids safe.
www.kidscape.org.uk

Samaritans

020 8520 9191

Text 07725 90 90 90

24hours helpline for anyone passing
through a crisis.

Connexions

080 800 13219

Information and advice

for young people
www.connexions-direct.com

Childrens Legal Centre
Advice Line

0845 120 2948

University of Essex

Wivenhoe Park, Colchester

Essex CO4 3SQ
clc@essex.ac.uk
www.childrenslegalcentre.com

Health and wellbeing
NHS Direct 0845 4647
Health advice
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk
Like it is

Life and sex education
www.likeitis.org.uk

Talk to Frank

0800917 8765

24 hour service

Confidential information and advice
on drugs

frank@talktofrank.com

Brook

0800 0185 023
Mon—-Fri9-5

Advice on sexual health issues
www.brook.org

NSPCC

0800 800 5000

Information and advice for children
who are being bullied or who are
worried or scared about something.
www.nspcc.org.uk




If you would like to find out what this document says please tick the appropriate box, put your
name, address and phone number at the bottom of this page and return it to the address below.
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Somali O
Haddii aad jeclaan lahayd in aad ogaato waxa
dokumeentigani sheegayo fadlan calaamadi
godka ku haboon, ku gor magacaaga, cinwaanka
iyo telefoon lambarkaaga boggan dhankiisa
hoose ka dibna ku celi cinwaanka hoose.

French O
Si vous désirez connaitre le contenu de ce
document, veuillez cocher la case appropriée
et indiquer votre nom, adresse et numéro de
téléphone au bas de cette page et la
renvoyer a l'adresse indiquée ci-dessous.

Spanish O
Si desea saber de lo que trata este
documento, marque la casilla
correspondiente, escriba su nombre,
direccién y numero de teléfono al final de
esta pagina y enviela a la siguiente direccion.

Kurdish O
Ger hun dixwazin bizanibin ku ev dokument
¢i dibéje, ji kerema xwe qutika minasib
isaret bikin, nav, navnisan U hejmara
telefona xwe li jéré rlpel binivisin O wé ji
navnisana jérin re bisinin.

Turkish O
Bu dékiimanda ne anlatildigini 6grenmek
istiyorsaniz, lotfen uygun kutuyu
isaretleyerek, adinizi, adresinizi ve telefon
numaranizi bu sayfanin alt kismina yazip,
asagidaki adrese génderin.

Polish O
Jesli chcesz dowiedziec sig, jaka jest tres¢
tego dokumentu, zaznacz odpowiednie
pole, wpisz swoje nazwisko, adres | nr
telefonu w dolnej czesci niniejszej strony

| przeslij na ponizszy adres.

Viethamese O
Né&u ban mudn biét tai liéu nay néi gi hiy
ddnh dan vao hdp thich hop, dién tén, dia chi
va s6 dién thoai clia ban vao cudi trang ndy va
giti lai theo dia chi dugi ddy.
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If you would like this document in any of the following formats or in another language not
listed above, please complete and send the form to the address below.

In large print O
On Disk O

In another language, please state:

Name:

Address:

Tel:

In Braille O
On audio tape O

]

Return to: Fostering Team, Hackney Service Centre,

1 Hillman Street, E8 1DY
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